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Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie
though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry."

BY JOSHUA T. HIMES. DAILY-NO- 36 PARK-ROW, PElDfi TWO CENTS.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1842.

Bible Class,
At this office, this evening, at seven o'clock,

Lecture in Newark,
This evening, at the Free Church.

"POWERFUL AND TlMELY ANTIDOTES."——SllCh IS the

character given by the Evangelist to the recent sermons 
against Mr. Miller's "wild and visionary notions,"among 
which Mr. Hatfield's is especially mentioned. Next Sab­ 
bath evening he is to lecture on the 7th of Daniel. May 
the Lord guide him into all truth, 

mr Our readers see we have no room for a letter to-day.

ROTHER STORKS writes that he expects to leave 
Albany for this city to-day, He will commence a course 
of lectures in Brooklyn or Harlem, as the Lord may 
direct. __________

la THE N. Y. EVANGELIST AMONG THE SCOFFERS !— 
That paper, which, we have heretofore so highly esteern- 
ed, commences an article this week, as follows :

" We are not certain tliat after al! we have said, our 
readers wish for anything more on the subject of Miller- 
ism, or of any of the odd and frivolous theories which 
IGNORANT and fanciful men have attempted to palm upon 
the Church. The following communication contains so 
much plain common sense, that we think its publication 
will be useful.*'

The article which follows this scoffing introduction 
contains five propositions. Three contain no argument, 
one begs the question, and the fifth,—which gives all the 
point to the rest,—is FALSE. Mr. Miller does not say 
there will be contention between those who are raised in 
the first and second resurrections. He believes what 
the Bible says : " The rest of the dead, [ihe wicked,] 
lived not again until the thousand years are finished. . 
And uttan the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be 
loosed out of his prison, and shall go forth to DECEIVE 
the nations, which are in the fonr quarters of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, TO GATHER THEM TOGETHER to 
battle , the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 
And they went, [will go] upon the breadth of the earth, 
and compassed the camp of the saints about the beloved 
CITY, and fire came down from God, out ofheaven, anc 
DEVOURED THEM." Is here any contention 1 They 
are DECEIVED, when they expect to contend ;—and 
the writer in the " Evangelist" was deceived when he 
wrote about Mr. Miller's views.

The point on which the writer begs the question, is 
this : " According to this system, tine continues, after 
the world is destroyed, and a portion of the human family 
are made immortal, when the Scriptures so plainly as 
sure us that, at the end of the woild, time is no longer.' 
Now. the dear brother who wrote this, has often said 
"There is no time," without meaning that duration had 
ceased ? Can duration cease 1 Did not God create 

- time-measurers before man sinned ! Will they not exist 
when " there shall be no more curse V We do not con­ 
tend against our translation, for it only needs to have 
fair principles applied in understanding it, to make it 
plain. We have, however, consulted the accurate and 
beautiful translation of the learned Gilbert Wakefield, 
It was made in 1791, and, where he had no temptation 
to choose words for the sake ot favoring his own peculiar

views, as he certainly had not here, it is one of the 
mrest and most literal of all our translations. He ren­ 

ders the whole passage thus : " Then the angel, which I 
saw standing upon the sea, and upon the land, lifted up 
iis right hand unto the heaven, and gware by Him who 
iveth forever and ever, who created heaven and the 
things therein, and the earth and the things therein, and 
the sea and the things therein ; THAT THERE SHOULD BE 
NO LONGER DELAY : but in the days of the sound of the 
seventh angel, when he is going to blow his trumpet, the 
mystery of God should be finished, according to his glad 
tidings to his servants the prophets."

This is accurate ; is it expressive ! We might quote 
Matthew Henry.Campbeli.Doddridge,and others.whogive 
ihe sense, "Tkcrc shalibe NO LONGER DELAY." We hope the 
brother who wrote the article will remember that this 
language relates to the time of the seventh trumpet, and 
the SIXTH HAS ALREADY CEASED. 0 may we be ready 
for the glorious change which shall come in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the LAST

Elder H. V. Teal.
This brother is well engaged in the work of sounding

the " midnight cry" in the state of New Jersey. We, a 
few days since, published a letter from him, at which 
time he was successfully engaged at Hope. He is now 
at Newton, N. J., from which place he says :

BROTHER FLEMING,—I am lecturing in the Court 
House in this place to crowded assemblies. I have just 
received a letter from Hope. The work of the Lord is 
still going on there. I have had many enquiries for 
books. Send me such as will be the most useful. Send 
immediately. From here I go to Belvidere, and com­ 
mence a course of lectures next Tuesday, ihe 20th inst. 

Yours, is the full hope of the Lord near,
H. V. TEAL.

May the blessing of God attend the labors of our wor­ 
thy brother, and he he the means of waking thousands 
from their dreamy slumbers, to prepare for the coming— 
(he SPEEDY coming of our blessed Lord. What is done 
must be done quickly.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
CONCORD, N. H., Dec. 12, 1842. 

DEAR Bno. SOUTHARD,—I have just arrived at this 
place, on my way to Vergennes. I lectured twice yes­ 
terday in Boston—once at Chardon street Chapel, and 
once at the Melodeon. Brother Hawley had lectured 
during the previous week to immense audiences, at the 
Marlboro' Chapel, which has created great sensation 
throughout the city. The cause is prevailing.

Yours, J. V. HIKES.

Fat the Midnight Crv.

MILLER REFUTED.
[We learn that this comes from an eminent scholar 

and theologian, who is examining for himself. Speak 
on !—ED.)

MR. EDITOR,—! trust that you are disposed to encour­ 
age free discussion in reference to the topics which are 
noticed in your sheet. Under this persuasion, I submit 
the following arguments, which tend to show the un- 
sounilnessof Mr. Miller's scheme. In doing this, I make 
no pretensions to originality, as they have been repeated­ 
ly urged by various individuals, both in and out of the 
church, since the attention of the public has been called 
to the subject. Yours, &c.,

DORSSH.

Argument 1st. If Miller's scheme be true, why has \\ 
not been found out before''.

Argument 2nd. Mr. A. told Mr. B. that Mr. C. said 
hat he guessed Mr. M. was cmzy. Now, as this proves 
hat he is actually crazy, it follows, of course, tuat he 
:an say nothing worthy of attention. Does not the Bible 
say, "Thou art beside thyself; much learning doth 
Tiake thee mad!"

Argument 3rd. Mr. Miller is not a learned man. It 
s ijuite clear that none of " the common people" can 

understand the Bible; hence he canaoL understand it, 
and all which he can say is mere nonsense.

Argument 4th. I do not believe that he is right, for if 
the world should be destroyed, no new improvements 
could be made •, farewell to rail-roads, canals, and all 
>anking operations!

Argument 5th. It would he a most awful thing if the 
a rth and the works therein should be " burned up." It 

would be the very " perdition of ungodly men." Now, 
ungodly men form the majority, and does not (Jod always 
take particular care of the majority 1 Are not we told in 
the Bible that the ungodly waited for Noah one hundred 
and twenty years, and then " all flesh" entered into the 
ark " by sevens 1" If so, Miller is wrong.

Argument Gth. Prophecy cannot be understood;'and 
it was never designed to be understood ; and 
any one who pretends to understand it, is a blasphemer.

Argument 7th. All the unconverted are frightened 
when they think of being brought to judgment. It is 
wrong to frighten men by telling tiiem that " the Lord 
shall be revealed from heaven, with hia mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and obey not the gospel." 'Tis not speaking reli- 

iously to preach such dreadful things.
Argument 8th. The Bible certainly says, " Where is 

ihe promise of his coming, for since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the begin­ 
ning uf the creation." I defy Mr. Miller to get over this 
text.

Argument 9th. Mr. H. H. and Mr. T. T. both preach 
against Miller's doctrine. They would not preach against 
it unless it were false—therefore it is false.

Argument 10th. Whoever makes a disturbance in the 
world by preaching, is a fanatic. The Secorul Advent 
people have made a disturbance, and are " turning the 
world upside down ;" therefore they are fanatics, and not 
to be believed.

Argument 1 llh. If wicked people believed that " the 
Judge standeth at the door," it would deprive them of 
reason —they would become erasy. Now, it is a greater 
evil to be crazy, than it is to be rational and die in one's 
sins.

For the Midnight Cry.

The Advent of Christ.
He coraee. He comes, in clouds descending, 

He comes, he comes, with power divine ;
Hail him in triumph, saints ascending, 

And meet the Lord, for He is thine.

He comes, He comes, and is surrounded
With holy angels from on high ; 

He comes, He comes, He that was wounded,
And on the cross did bleed and die.

The saints above on Him attending, 
All decked in robes of snowy white ;

The saints below to Him ascending, 
Shout with triumph and delight.

The sinners look with fear and trembling,
On all the glorious scene complete, 

And low before His throne are bending,
To seek for mercy at His feet.

Alas! they see they have neglected
Their soups salvation—all is lost! 

To rocks their prayers are now directed,
And they on fiery billows tost.

But to the saints, what joy and gladness, 
When Christ their Saviour comes in sight—

He drives away their fear and sadness, 
And now they walk'in robea of white.

A. B. H



e r
that this battle of the dragon's last power will be in 
America ; and if so, it must be mainly in these U niter 
States. It will be a battle on political principles, as we 
may learn by the passage in Rev. xvi. 13—1C, " And '. 
saw three unclean spirits like frogs, come out of the 
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of Ihe false prophet;' 
—the "undean spirits" show that it is political 
principles; and, like the frogs in Egypt, it will per­ 
vade all the departments of life—the social, civil, anc 
religions. By" dragon," we must understand the king, 
of the earth ; by the " beast," Papal principles, or the 
church of Rome ; by the " false prophet," Mahometan 
power ;—"for they are the spirit of devils, working mir­ 
acles,"—that is, spirit of deceit, separating friends, 
dividing kingdoms, states, societies, churches, and fam­ 
ilies, and crumbling every man-made institution, ant 
levelling to the dust, all law, order, and bond of union, 
which the wisdom of man may have invented.— 
" which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world." This shows the universal spreac 
of this fanatical spirit of disorganization, and it wil: 
finally lead to "gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty." " Behold, I come as a 
thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth hi: 
garment1?, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 
We are here notified that his coming will be like 
thief to those who are engaged in this political war­ 
fare, and in those popular and men-made societies of 
the day; and we are told that those will be blessed 
who watch, that is, for his coining, and the signs of 
the times, and that keep their garments unspotted from 
these worldly instiUnions, which engender strife and 
animosity among brethren. Be warned, dear Chris­ 
tian ; " enter into thy chamber, and hide thyself for a 
little moment, until the indignation be over and past, 
that ye need not be ashamed before him at his coming." 
It wilt also be a battle of religious principles, as is 
evident by the following scripture, Rev. xix. 11—10, 
"And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse ; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on 
his head were many crowns ; and he had a name writ­ 
ten that no man knew but he himself; and he was 
clothed with a vesture dipped ia blood ; and his name 
is called, The Word of God. And the armies which 
were in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations ; and he shall rule them with a rod 
of iron; and he treadeth the wine-press of the fierce­ 
ness and wrath of Almighty God." This passage 
proves that there will be at the close of this dispensa­ 
tion, immediately preceding the marriage of the Lamb 
to his bride, a great and last struggle between error 
and truth, between infidelity and the word of God. 
And yon may inquire, perhaps, and with propriety too, 
How shall we know on which side we are engaged in 
this great war of principle? I answer, " In righteous­ 
ness" he doth make war. Bat, say you, we are so 
prone to follow tradition or prepossessed notions, and 
think we are right, that, like Paul, we may be found at 
last fighting against God. You must see to it, that 
you are " faithful and true," have faith in his name ; 
" and his name is The Word of God ;" this is your only 
rule—The Word of God. Be careful; lay yourselves 
on this word. Try yourselves by this standard. If 
your life, faith, experience, and ho'pe, are built on this 
foundation, you can never fai! ; for he, that is The 
Word of God, is " KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
OF LORDS." Again : il is to be a literal battle with 
the sword, fin Christ says, " He that taketh the sword 
shall die by the sword." And kings, Papal Rome, 
and the Mahometans, have ruled the world by the 
sword ; and their swords, during all the days of their 
power, have been red with the blood of their subjects, 
and the innocent victims of their hate. And in Rev. 
xix. 17—20, it is evident, by the " fowls " spoken of 
in tiie 17th verse, is meant, warriors in favor of liberty, 
who are to " eat (destroy) the flesh (strength or 
power) of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the 
flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and them 
that set on them, .(armies are undoubtedly meant in this 
passage,) and the flesh of all men," who are engaged! 
in favor of kings, parttl ftorne, or. false prophet, "both 
free and bond, both small ami .great." " Aj\d I "saw 
the beast and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against him that sat on 
the horse,'anil .^gainst his army.-" '"An-! he gathered 
them together j.nfo ti placa culhA in th» Hebrew'tongue 
A ri-na.seddoa-,-'' (aw.ak&to IR** '^wi?,). Rev. sVr. 'Wj—^l. 

Th:)i# wall he tiic msaiis the dragon v,~ilt use, in his 
Jasl. great

. e r- 1 u~r e o n t i n u e d.
consciences, and bodies of men. He will fan up their 
political animositjes; he will stir up strife and division 
among religious communities ; and, last of all, and not 
least, he will encourage an intolerable thirst for blood. 
In which battle, Christ will come, chain the dragon, 
give his body to the burning flame, confine the spirits 
of all who worship the dragon, beast or false prophet, 
in the pit of wo ; raise the saints, purify, cleanse, and 
glorify them with his own glory.

IV. We are to speak of the time the saints, or 
church, were to be in the wilderness, " one thousand 
two hundred and threescore days." I believe all com­ 
mentators agree that these days are to be understood 
years; and, as I have proved this point in a former lee- 
lure, I need not stop to argue this given principle at 
this time, but will proceed to give some proof when 
this time began and when it ended. The time given 
in our text is the same length of time as given by Dan­ 
iel for the reign of the little horn. See Daniel vii, 25. 
It is, also, the same time John has given for the image 
beast to have power "to continue forty and two 
months." Thirty days to a month is 12RO days, Rev. 
xiii. 5. It is, also, the same length of time that was 
given to the Gentiles to tread the holy city under foot. 
See Rev. xi. 2. Also, for the witnesses to prophesy, 
clothed in sackcloth, Rev. xi. 3. And there can 
hardly he a shadow of a doubt but that all these times 
had their beginning and ending at one and the same 
time. If so, then the arguments used heretofore may 
have their proper bearing in this place.

But let us consider a few things in addition to our 
former reasons. 1st. What may we understand by 
the woman "fleeing into the wilderness," and " from 
the face of the serpent," We must consider it in a 
state of obscurity ; this was true in the time we have 
stated, A..B..53.8^_ Historians tell us but little about 
any regular church but the Roman church, and this 
has never been in an obscure state; of course the 
Roman is not the church in the wilderness. But they 
do tell us that, in the days of Justinian, emperor of 
Constantinople, there were many schismatics, as they 
were called, who opposed the power of the bishop or 
pope of Rome, and doings of councils in the east and 
west; and a large share of the latter part of Justinian's 
life was spent in religious broils and expelling from his 
kingdom these schismatics ; and the code of laws which 
he published about A. D. 533, forbade any Christians 
any rights or privileges as citizens in his empire who 
would not acknowledge the bishop of Rome as head. 
And in these laws he gave the bishop power to hold 
courts and try all matters of faith within his kingdom. 
These, and other things of like import, drove all true 
followers of the word of God to seek a rest out of the 
jurisdiction of the city of nations, and, of course, be­ 
came outlaws to the Roman government. Then, if we 
fix the beginning of the exile of the church at the same 
time of setting up anti-Christ, A. D. 538, then the 
church was in its exiled state until A- D. 1798, which 
would be the 1260 years. It is here worthy of remark, 
that the code of laws passed by Justinian were in full 
force in the kingdoms belonging to, or under the control 
of, the pope of Rome, respecting the rights and privi­ 
leges of those who might differ from the Catholic faith, 
until the French took Rome, in 1798j and declared Italy 
a republic ; when free toleration was given for any reli­ 
gious opinion or privilege whatsoever. Here, then, the 
church, in whatever form she might appear, was per­ 
mitted to enjoy the rights and privileges of citizens, and 
to worship God as their conscience might dictate. This 
is the first time, during the 1260 years, that free toler­ 
ation of religion was granted in any kingdom where 
the Catholic church had power ; and, although Catholic 
princes and popes have since had rule in Italy and 
France, yet they have never dared, aa yet, to pursue 
their former intolerant course of conduct towards Pro­ 
testants. And.it is very evident, my dear friends, that 
the church is now out of the wilderness ; that is, if she 
ever was; for there never has been a time since the 
days of the apostles, no, nor even then, that the church,, 
in all its several branches, has enjoyed greater privi­ 
leges than for nearly forty years past. She has spread 
lier wings over every land, and carried the news of' 
salvation iulo every language in the known world. • 
Her reapers have followed the sowers of seed, and 1 
there are handsfull of corn in the tops of all the moun­ 
tains ; but the harvest ia short. The church has had i 

as long as she has ever had since Christ left her: 
and ascended to his Father. The dragon begins to 
show his anger.; the trumpet begins to sound.to the, 
onset; the armies of the beast, begin to muster fur the j 
nttle...they, aire furbishing their swords for the slaugh- 
ler;' llie*'tings of ihe earth are combining against the I 
Teedom of thetv subjects; the great men and nobles I 

tlm chains of then- vassals i

are braiding in firmer knots their scorpion whips for 
their slaves ; expediency has taken the room of moral 
law, and anarchy has crowded order from bis seat; 
mobs have taken the place of judges, and law is popu­ 
lar will; the liberty of the press is but the nod of dem­ 
agogues, and the freedom of speech is called fanati­ 
cism. Division seems to be the order of the day, and 
our valuable institutions are tottering' to their base. 
Be warned, then, O my friends, to seek safety under 
the banner of the gospel before the armies are filled 
up. " And the dragon wns wroth with the woman, 
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed 
which keep the commandments of God, and have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ,"—"The spirit of prophecy."

LECTURE XII.

THE PARABLE OP THE TEN VIRGINS. 

MATT. XXV. 1.

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which 
wok their lampaand went forth to meet ihe bridegroom.

PARABLES are always given to illustrate some doc­ 
trine or subject which the speaker wishes to commu­ 
nicate, and is an easy or familiar manner of malting 
his hearers or readers understand the subject, and 
receive a lasting impression. Nothing has so good an 
effect on the mind as to teach by parables moral pre­ 
cepts or spiritual truths. In this way we are taught, 
by visible things or familiar objects, to realize, in 
some measure, the truths and subjects presented. 
This was the manner Christ taught his disciples and 
followers, that their memories might the more easily 
retain, and be often refreshed, when they beheld any 
scene like the representation of the parable; and, in 
this way, they might always keep in view the impor­ 
tant truth that is likened to the parable. A parable, 
rightly applied and clearly understood, gives good in­ 
struction, and is a lasting illustration of the truth. 
But if we apply the parable wrong, if we put on a 
false construction, it will serve to lead us into an error, 
and blind us, instead of producing light,—as Christ said 
of the Pharisees, he spake to them in parables, that, 
" seeing, they might see and not perceive, and hearing, 
they might hear and not understand." Men often ex­ 
plain parables by fancy, to suit their own notions, with­ 
out any evidence but their own ingenuity; and by this 
means there will be as many different explanations as 
there are ingenious men. But I dare not trifle thus 
with the word of God. If we cannot, by the word of 
God, explain, we had better leave the same as we 
find it, and not attempt what must only result in guess- 
work at last; but follow Scripture rule, and we can­ 
not get far from the truth. Christ has given us rules 
by which to explain parables, by explaining some him­ 
self. The explanation given by Christ of the parable 
of the tares and the wheat, is a rule that will bear in 
about all cases. That he has given rules, is very evi­ 
dent in his answer to his disciples, when they asked 
nim concerning his parables. Mark iv. 13, " And he 
said unto them, Know ye not this parable? How, 
then, will ye know all parables?" That is, if ye un­ 
derstand how I explain this parable, you will know 
[iow to explain all others; but if you do not under­ 
stand how I explain this, you cannot explain all 
others. This is the rule. Christ made all the prom­ 
inent parts of a parable, figures; such as the sower, 
Son of man; good seed, children of the kingdom; 
tares, children of the wicked one; harvest, end of the 
world; reapers, the angels ; " As, therefore, the tares 
are gathered and burned, so shall it be in the end of 
;he world," &c. Here isa sample ;' good seed, tares, 
liarvest, and reapers, are figures representing other 
things, as we have shown. "But how," say you, 
"shall we always know what these figures repre­ 
sent? " I answer, By the explanation given in other 
parts of the Bible. For the word of God is its own 
expositor, or it can be of no manner of use to us; for 
f we have to apply to any other rule, to explain the 
Bible, then the other rule would be tantamount, and 
lave a precedence, and the Bible must fall, of course. 
[Jut it is not so. Then, to explain our subject, I 
shall,

I. Show what is meant by the figures used ifi the 
larable. i

II. The time to which this parable IB applicable; 
and,

III. Make an application of our subject.
T. I will explain the figures in the parable; ami, 1st,
kingdom of heaven " means the gospel day," or circle



of God's {government under the gospel dispensation. 
This I shall prove by the, word of God. Matt. iii. 1, 
2, " In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in 
ihe wilderness of Judea, and saying, Repent ye, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand ;" that is, the gos­ 
pel day is conje." Again : " Jesus came into Galilee 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, saying, 
The lime is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand." Luke xvi. Hi, " The law and the pro­ 
phets were until John; since thai lime the kingdom 
of God is preached." That is, the gospel day com­ 
menced witli John, since which time the gospel is 
preached,

" Ten virgins " means mankind in general, in a pro­ 
bationary stale, liable to be wooed and betrothed tn 
the Lord, under the gospel, and during the gospel day. 
See Isaiah Ixii. 1—5, *' For as a young man marri- 
eth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as iho 
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall lliy God 
rejoice over ihee." It is evident, by the second verse, 
that Gentiles and Jews are both included in this pro­ 
phecy.

" t'ive wise virgins " is a figure of believers in God, 
or tho eliijdren of the kingdom. Psalms xlv. 13. 14, 
"The king's daughter is all glorious within; her 
clothing is nf wrought gold. Sbe shall be brought 
unto the. king in raiment uf needle-work; the virgins, 
her companions that follow her, shall be brought 
unto thee." " That I might-comfort thee, O virgin 
daughter of Zi<m." Lam. ii. 13.

" Five foolish" represents the unbelieving class of 
mankind, while hi this probationary state, under the 
means of grace. This will he sufficiently proved by 
the following passages—Isa. xlvii. 1, "Corns down, 
aad sit in the dust, () virgin daughter of Babylon ; sit 
on the ground ; there is no throne, O daughter of the ' 
Chaldeans." Jer. xlvi. 11, "O virgin, the daughter: 
cf Egypt: in vain shall thou use many medicines; for ' 
thou shalt not be cured." These texts prove, beyond . 
a doubt, that, the wicked class of men are called virgins ' 
by the Scriptures.

" Lamps " is a figure of the word of God ; for that 
only can tell us about the New Jerusalem; that only 
can inform, us when Christ will come again to the mar­ 
riage supper of the Lamb. The word of God is the 
means of moral light, to light our steps through 
moral darkness, up to the coming of the bride­ 
groom to receive the bride unto himself. This I 
shall ptove by the cxix. Psalm, 105, " Thy word is a 
lamp to my feet, and a light to my path." Also. 
Prov. vi. 23, " For the commandment is a lamp, and 
the Jaw is light; and reproofs of instruction are the 
way of life."

" Oil " is a representation or emblem of faith ; as 
oil prerduees light by burning, so does faith, in exer­ 
cise by the fire of love, produce more light, and gives 
comfort in adversity, hope in darkness, love for the 
coming bridegroom; and the light of failh assists us 
to watch for his coming, and to know the time of 
night, and to go out to meet him : such are called the 
children of light, because they ace believers, children 
of faith, " sous of oil." " Because of the savor of 
thy good ointments, thy name is as ointment poured 
forth ; therefore do the virgins love thee," Sol, Song, 
i. 2. "Faith works by love." See 1 John ii. 27, 
"But the anointing which ye have received of him, 
abideth in you; and ye need not that any man 
teach you; but as ttic same anointing teacheih you 
of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it 
hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." It is evi­ 
dent that the anointing, here and elsewhere spoken 
of, means faith, faith in his name, &c.

"Vessels" represent the persons or mind that 
believes or disbelieves in the word of God, as in 
1 Thcss. iv. 4, " That every one of you should know 
how to possess his vessel in sanctification and hon­ 
or." Also, 3 Tim, ii. 21, "If any man, therefore, 
purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor. 1 '

" Bridegroom " is the figurative name for Christ: 
as the prophet Isaiah says. "And as a bridegroom 
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over 
thee." And Christ says, " How dan the children of 
the bride-chamber mourn, while the bridegroom is 
with them? " alluding to himself. This proves that 
Christ means himself, in person, by the bridegroom in 
the parable.

" The door was shut," implies the closing up of 
the mediatorial kingdom, and finishing the gospel 
period. I shall prove this by Luke xiii. 25—98, 
" When once the master of the house is risen up, and 
hath shut to the door, ttnd ye begin to-stand without, 
and to knock at the door, sayiii-r, Lord, Lord, open 
unto us; and he shall answer and say unto- you, 1

know ye not whence ye are. Then shall ye begin to 
say, We have eaten and drunken in thy presence, and 
thou hast taught in our streets. But he shall say, I 
tell you I know you no! whence ye are ; depart from 
me, all ye workers of iniquity ; there shall be weep­ 
ing and gnashing of teeth."

" Marriage" is the time when Christ shall come the 
second time without sin unto salvation ; gather his 
elect from the four winds of heaven, where they have 
been scattered during the dark and cloudy day ; when 
he comes to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe; when the bride hath made 
herself ready, and ihe marriage of the Lamb is come, 
then he \vi!l present her to his Father without spot or 
wrinkle, and ihere marry the bride before his Father 
and the hoSy angels; remove her into the New Jeru­ 
salem stale, seat her upon the throne of his glory, 
where she will ever be with the Lord. When this 
takes place, ihe whole body will he present; the 
whole church must be there, not a member missing, 
not a finger out of joint. She will be perfect in 
beauty, all over glorious. See Rev. xix. 7—9, " Let 
us rejoice and be glad, and give honor to him, for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made herself ready. And to her was granted that 
she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, 
for tho fine linen i.s the righteousness of saints. And 
he said unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are 
called to the marriage sunper of the Lamb." Daniel 
says, "Blessed is he that waiteth and cometh to the 
1335 days." John says, " Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection.'' All these are at 
one and the same time ; and how .can we expect to be 
free from sorrow, mourning and tears, until the bride­ 
groom comes and moves us into the beloved city? Rev. 
ixi. 2—1, " And I Jbhn saw the holy city, New Jeru­ 
salem, coming down from God out of heaven, pre­ 
pared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 
heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them," &c.

" Midnight cry" is the watchmen, or some of them, 
who by the word of God discover the time as revealed, 
and immediately give the warning voice, "Behold, 
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him." 
This has been fulfilled in a most remarkable manner. 
One or two on every quarter of the globe have pro­ 
claimed the news, and agree in the time—Wolf, of 
Asia; Irwin, late of England ; Mason, of Scotland ; 
Davis, of South Carolina ; and quite a number in this 
region are, or have been, giving the cry. Aud will not 
you all, my brethren, examine and see if those things 
are so, and trim your lamps and be found ready ?

"Trimming the lamps." You will recollect, my 
friends, that the word of God is the lamp. To trim a 
lamp is to make it give light, more light, and clearer 
light. In the first place, to translate the Bible woi3ld 
make it give light, in all languages into which it 
should be translated. Then, to .send to or give every 
family in the known world a Bible, would make the 
Bible give more light. And thirdly, to send out the 
true servants of God, who have made the Bible their 
study, and true teachers, who would teach the holy 
precepts and doctrines contained therein, and to em­ 
ploy manv Sabbath school teachers, would in the 
hands of God be the means of its giving clearer light. 
This would be trimming the lamp ; and so far as the 
foolish virgins assisted in translating the Scriptures, 
in sending them among all nations, and, employing 
missionaries and teachers to teach mankind its princi­ 
ples, so far would they 'trim their lamp; but if they 
had no faith in ii, their light would be darkness, and 
the lamp to them would go out. If the friend of the 
bridegroom should proclaim the approach of him 
whom they all expected, and should prove it ever so 
plain by the lamp, but having no faith, the lamp would 
go out; they would not be ready to enter into the 
marriage supper, and the door wouid be shut. This 
is undoubtedly the meaning which Christ intends to 
convey in this parable- I shall therefore show, 

II. The time this parable is applicable to. 
In the chapter previous our Savior had answered 

three questions which his disciples had put to 1dm on 
the Mount of Olives, when theycamft to him privately, 
saying, " Tell us when shall these .tilings be'!'' That 
is, when Jerusalem should be levelled with theground. 
" And what shall be the sign of thy coming!" That 
is, his second coming in tli« clouds of heaven, with 
power and grsjat .glory, as he had before informed 
them, which is yal future. " And, of the oud of tho 
world," or, as soino translate it, " end of ;!ie age,'' to 
.whipb I am parfecsly wiilmg- to .agrafi ; but what a#e ? 
is '.!:? finci-tiori. I a;ii\vi_";. Tli.-i P-^;>"1 a-™. «? tV

the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations ; and then shall the end come.'- : 
" The. law and the prophets were until John, since 
which time the kingdom of heaven is preached." 
The Jewish economy is nowhere called the kingdom 
of heaven ; but this expression belongs exclusively to 
the gospel; and of course any age in which the gos- 
pe! or kingdom of heaven is preached, can never be 
applied to the Jewish age. Any novice in Scripture 
interpretation must readily admit this. These were 
the questions proposed by the disciples to their divine 
Master, and were answered in ihe following manner : 
From the 4th to the 14th verse, inclusive, of the 24th 
chapter of Matthew, Christ informs his disciples of 
the troubles, trials, persecutions, uiitl distress which 
ihey and his followers should sr,fl>r down to the end 
of the gospel age. He also informs ihem by what 
means they must suffer—by false brethren, by deceit, 
by wars, rumors of wars, clashing of nations, earlh- 
quakes, afflictions, death, hatred, offences, betrayals, 
false prophets, coldness, iniquity, famines, and pesti­ 
lence, and these to the end of the gospel age. From 
the 15th to the 22d, inclusive, he alludes io the de­ 
struction of Jerusalem, and pailicularly gives his fol­ 
lowers warning of what they shall sufler, and informs 
them what to do at that lime : he tells them what to 
pray for, and how to escape from the-siege, and how 
to avoid certain consequences which must follow this 
great tribulation. '

From the 23d to the 28tli, inclusive, he warns his dis­ 
ciples against the error that false teachers would pro­ 
mulgate, that Christ did or would come at the de­ 
struction of Jerusalem. He told them plainly to " be­ 
lieve it not," for his second coining would be as visible 
as the lightning, and then every man would be gather­ 
ed to his own company ; so there would be no room 
for deceit.

In the 29(h verse lie prophesies of the rise of anti- 
Christ, the darkness and fall of many into superstition 
and error, and the persecution of the true, church, 
30th and 31st verses, He gives a sign of his coming, 
the mourning of the tribes of the earth, and then 
speaks of his coming and what he will do. 32, Is the 
parable of the fig tree. 33, He enforces it by saying, 
" So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, 
know that it is near, even at the door." 34thand 35th 
verses, He gives his disciples a comfortable promise, 
which was to this amount, that his children should not 
be all destroyed from the earth. But " l\\\s generation 
shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled." Toprove 
the \\m& generation is so MSK&, I will refer you to Psalm 
xxii. 30, "A seed shall serve him; it shall be ac­ 
counted to the Lord for a generation." 1 Peter ii. 9, 
"A chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy na­ 
tion." The word generation, in the Scriptures, when 
used in the singular, I believe almost invariably means 
the children of one parent; its the generation of Adam, 
children of Adam ; chosen generation, children of God; 
generation of vipers, children of the devil. So Christ, 
talking to his children, and instructing them only, says, 
" This generation shall not pass till all these things 
be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but rny 
words shall not pass away." His kingdom shall not 
be destroyed nor given to another people.

36^h verse, He informs his disciples that the day 
and hour of his coming is known only to God, has 
never been revealed, meaning day and hour only, 
whether at midnight, at cock-crowing1 , or in the morn­ 
ing. ,

Verses 37—44. inclusive, He informs them that his 
coming will be like the deluge ; unexpected to the 
wicked, as then. He tells them the manner ; that he 
will separate the righteous from ihe wicked ; one shall 
be taken and another left. He then gives them a 
charge to watch, and repeats, "they know not the 
hour." Christ illustrates his warning by the figure 
of the good man of the house, and then charges them 
to be also ready, as the good man would, if he knew 
in what watch the thief would come ; showing us plain­ 
ly that all true believers will know near the time, as 
Paul says, " But ye brethren, are not in darkness, 
that that day should overtake you as a thief."

From 45—17, he tells us of the faithful and wise 
servant, who watches and gives warning of his coming, 
and speaks of tile blessings that servant shall inherit 

, when he comes and finds him so doing,
48—51, Christ gives us the marks of an evil servant: 

1st mark, he will Li say in his heart, My Lord delayeth 
his.coming." He may not preach or speak against 
Christ's roming; no, he will only say it to himself. 
But ho -will not sti.y he will never come ; no, he will 
only think in his heart, "My Lord delayelh his 
coming.'.' When he hears tlio voice of the faithful 
SOivaat sayiug, ".BtilKiltl, the bridegroom cometh," he



will say nothing in public against it; no, not so bad as 
that. Neither will he say anything in favor of the 
cry ; but mutter in his heart, " My Lord delayeth his 
comin<r." The second mark, " And shall begin to 
smite his fellow-servants." It does not say ho will 
beat and bruise his fellow-servants, or the faithful ser­ 
vant who watches and cries; but he shall begin to 
smite, &c., meaning he will begin the persecution, set 
others on, and himself he will keep back, in his heart 
deceitful. 3d mark, " And to eat and drink with the 
drunken." To eat and drink with the drunken—it 
does not say he gets drunk ; no, it only says he eats 
and drinks with them that are so. By this I under­ 
stand he fellowships with them, and is engaged in, and 
employs his time, his talents, Ids mind, to build up 
some popular and worldly object, which men of the 
world would be pleased in promoting. He courts 
popular applause ; he seeks to please men more than 
God. " The Lord of that servant will come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour he is not 
aware of. And shall cut him asunder, and appoint 
him his portion with the hypocrites; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth."

" Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto 
ten virgins, which took their lamps and went forth to 
meet the bridegroom.'' I think we cannot be mistaken 
in the application of this parable. " Then," that is, 
at the time when the wise servants are looking for and 
proclaiming his coming, and when the evil servant says 
in his heart, My Lord delayeth liis coming. Then, 
too, when he will come, and they that are ready go in 
to the marriage, and the iloor is shut. This must 
mean the time when Christ comes to judgment; for he 
cuts off the evil servant, and appoints him his portion, 
and shuts the door against the foolish virgins; and 
when they knock, he opens not, but tells them, I know 
you not.

Where, then, is the millennium? say some. After 
the judgment sits, and not before ; after the bridegroom 
comes, and the beloved city is completed ; when Christ 
shall move his saints home, and live and reign with 
them on the new heavens and new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. If there could have been a 
millennium before Christ should come ami gather his 
saints into one body, it must be a very imperfect one. 
A part of the body in heaven, a part hi the earth, and 
the remainder under the earth; separated, divided, 
wounded, and torn by enemies and death, absent from 
our head. No, it cannot bo ; if in this life only we 
have hope, we are of all men most miserable. If we 
are to have a temporal millennium, why did not our 
Savior mention it on the mount of Olives, as preceding 
his coming? He did not, neither has any of the 
apostles; but all speak of troublous times, departure 
from the faith, iniquity abounding, and the love of 
many waxing cold in the latter days. Our parable, to 
which we are now attending, says, at midnight there 
was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go 
ye out to meet him. " At midnight;" this teaches us 
that at the time of his coming there will be much apa­ 
thy and darkness on this subject; that is the coming 
of the bridegroom. The parable implies the same. 
" For while the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered 
and slept." Can we not bear witness that this has 
been the true state of the church for a number of years 
past? The writers on the word of God have adopted 
in their creeds, that there would be a temporal millen­ 
nium before Christ would come. I call it temporal, 
because they have all of them taught that it would be 
in this state of things, not in an immortal state, neither 
in a glorified state ; and that Christians would nave all 
kingdoms under their control; that is, in a temporal 
sense ; and that they would be married and given in 
marriage, until the coming of Christ after this 1000 
years, or, as some say, 360,000 years. This has been, 
and is yet, the prevailing opinion among our standard 
writers and great men. No wonder Christ says, they 
will say in their hearts, My Lord" delayeth his coming, 
and that the wise and foolish are all sleeping and slum­ 
bering on this important subject. For while we look 
for a temporal kingdom, behold, be cometh and destroys 
all that is perishable, ail that is temporal, and erects 
upon these a new heaven and a new earth, which is 
immortal, and that fadeth not away, eternal in the 
heavens. I shall now,

III. Make an application of our subject. And,
1st. The time of the fulfilment of this parable is 

evidently come, in part at least. The world for a num­ 
ber of years have been trimming their lamps, and the 
wise and foolish have been engaged in translating the 
word of God into almost every language known unto 
us upon the earth. Mr. Judson tells us that it has 
been translated into one hundred and fifty languages 
within thirty years ; that is, three times Ihe number of

all the translations known to us before. Then fourfold 
light has been shed among the nations, within the short 
period of the time above specified ; and we are informed 
that a part if not all of the word of God is now given 
to all nations in their own language. This, surely, is 
setting the word of life in a conspicuous situation, that 
it may give light to all in the world. This has not 
been done by the exertions of Christians or professors 
only, but by the aid of all classes and societies of men. 
Kings have opened their coffers, and favored those en­ 
gaged in the work; nobles have, used their influence, 
and have cast into the treasury of the Lord of tbeir 
abundance; rich men have bestowed of their riches; 
and in many eases the miser has forgot his parsimony, 
the poor have replenished the funds of the Lord's 
house, and the widow has cast in her mite. How easy 
to work the work of the Lord when the hearts of men 
are made willing by his power! But shall we forget 
those who have forsaken the land of their fathers, the 
home or their nativity, and have spent lonesome years 
of toil among strangers, yes, worse than strangers, 
among heathen idolaters, and the savages of the wilder­ 
ness, in the cold regions of the north, and under the 
scorching rays of a vertical sun, among the suffocating 
sands of the desert, or in the pestilential atmosphere 
of India; who have risked their lives to learn a lan­ 
guage, and prepare themselves to trim a lamp for those 
who sit in darkness and the shadow of death? No, 
we will not forget them ; the prayers of thousands have 
ascended before the golden altar, morning and eveuing, 
on their behalf, and Israel's God has been their pro­ 
tector. Surely we may hope that these have oil in 
their lamps, who have sacrificed so much to bestow a 
lamp upon others. But remember, my brethren, the 
Lord, he is God, and let him have all tht glory. This 
is the time, and the same, time that Gabriel informed 
Daniel, " many should run to and fro, and knowledge 
should increase." This, too, is the same time when 
the angel flying through the midst of heaven had the 
everlasting go pel to preach to them who dwelt upon 
the earlh. Here are Christ's words fulfilled, where he 
says, "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations ; 
and then shall the end come."

2dly. It is plain to any diligent observer of the signs 
of the times, that all the societies for moral reform in 
our world at the present day are parts of the fulfilment 
of the parable, giving more light. What of our Bible 
societies 1 Are not these trimming the lamp for mil­ 
lions of human beings'! Thirty years past, move than 
three fourths of the families in what we call Christian 
lands were without the lamp of life, and now nearly all 
are supplied. Many of those who sat in heathenish dark­ 
ness then, are now rejoicing in Ihe light of God's book. 
And much of this has been performed through the in­ 
strumentality of Bible societies, and not only through 
the agency of the church, but political men, men of the 
world, the great men, merchants of the earth, and those 
who trade in ships, all who live under the influence of 
the gospel, the ''kingdom of heaven," have engaged 
in the work. Will not the most skeptical acknowledge 
that this society has succeeded beyond the most san­ 
guine expectation of its most ardent advocates? And 
is not tliis strong circumstantial evidence that the 
bridegroom is near, even at the door?

3d. The missionary societies of all sects and denom­ 
inations, which have been established within forty 
years, have as far exceeded all former exertions of this 
kind as the overflowing Nile does the waters of the 
brook Kidron. See the missionary spirit extending 
from east to west, mid from north to south, warming 
the breast of the philanthropist, giving life and vigor 
to the cold-hearted moralist, and animating and enli­ 
vening the social circle of the pious devotee. Every 
nation, from India to Oregon, from Kamtschatka to 
New Zealand, have been visited by these wise servants 
(as we hope) of the cross, proclaiming " the accepta­ 
ble year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
God," carrying the lamp, the word of God, in their 
hands, and oil, faith in God, in their hearts. All classes 
of men are engaged in this cause, from the gray hairs 
of old age down to the sprightly youth of ten years. 
Who, then, can doubt but that the virgins in this sense 
have and are trimming their lamps, and the bride is 
making herself ready ? " Go ye out to meet him."

4lh. Tim Sabbath schools and Bible classes are but 
a part of the fulfilment of the parable, yet clearly an 
evidence that the virgins are now trimming their lamps. 
This system of teaching the young and ignorant took 
its rise between forty and fifty years since, at the very 
time that the Christian world were praying, and ar­ 
dently praying, for the coming of Christ, before that 
part of the Savior's prayer was forgotten, "Thy 
kinsdom come." From a Httlp fountain this stream

of water has become a grnal river, and encompassed the 
whole land. Every quarter of the globe is drinking 
at this fountain or stream of knowledge, and the youth 
are taught to trim their lamps. And when the bride­ 
groom shall come, may we not reasonably hope that 
the thousands of the young men and young women 
who have assisted in giving Sight to others, may be 
found having oil in their vessels, and their lamps 
trimmed and burning, and they looking and waiting for 
the coining of their Master, that when he comes they 
may rise to meet him in the air, with ten thousand of 
their pupils, who will sing in ihe New Jerusalem forever 
and ever?- Search diligently, my young friends, and 
see to it that ye believe in this word, " which is able 
to make you wise unto salvation."

5. Tract societies are of much use, and are an effi­ 
cient means to help trim the lamps ; like snuffers that 
take away the preventives to the light, so are tracts. 
They take away from the mind the prejudice that 
thousands have against reading the word of God. 
They remove those rooted and groundless opinions 
which many have that they cannot understand the 
Bible ; they serve to excite the mind to this kind of 
reading ; they enlighten the understanding into some 
scriptural truths; they arc pioneers, in many instances, 
to conversion ; they can be sent where the word of 
God cannot at first be received ; in one word, they are 
the harbingers of light, the forerunners of the Bible, 
And HI this, too, all men in this probationary state 
seem to be more or less engaged, from the king on the 
throne down to the poor peasant in the cottage, writing, 
printing, folding, transporting, paying, or reading, 
these silent little messengers of the virgins' lamp. 
"Then ail those virgins arose and trimmed their 
lamps." Has not God's hand been seen in all this 1 
Yes, glory be to him who hath disposed the hearts of 
men to work the Work that God bids them, and to 
fulfil the blessed word which he hath given them. 
This institution took its rise about the same time 
with the Bible society.

6. Temperance societies. These serve one purpose 
in tiimming the lamps and preparing the way for the 
virgins to go out and meet the bridegroom. Our world, 
twenty years ago, might be called a world of fashion­ 
able drunkards; almost all men drank of the intoxi­ 
cating bowl, and thought it no hariri. But when the 
lamp began to dart its rays around our tabernacles, it 
was found, by woful experience, that those who 
drank of the poisonous cup were totally and wholly 
unprepared to receive the warning voice, or bear the 
midnight cry, "Behold, the bridegroom cometh." 
No, " they tliat were drunken, were drunken in the 
night," says the apostle. "Therefore let us watch 
and be sober." And Peter tells us, " But the end of 
all things is at hand ; be ye therefore sober, and 
watch unto prayer." How foolish would it have 
been for a drunken man to be set on a watch, or a 
praying man to be found Jrunk ! Therefore, in order 
that men might be in a suitable frame of mind to re­ 
ceive instruction at the close of this dispensation, and 
be in a situation to listen to the midnight cry, God 
ordered the virgins, and they arose and trimmed their 
lamps; and in all human probability, thousands who 
would have met a drunkard's grave if this society had 
not arose, are now watching, with their lamps trimmed 
and burning, ready to meet the bridegroom at his com­ 
ing. Perhaps this temperance society is the virgins' 
last resort. The Judge stands at the door ; go ye out 
to meet him. This society, like the others before 
mentioned, is a general thing, and all sects, denomi­ 
nations, and classes of men are engaged in it, and it 
has an important influence upon all men who are in this 
probationary state, and who may be termed, as in our 
text, " virgins." This society is of later origin than 
the others, and seems to be a rear guard to wake up a 
few stragglers which the other societies could not 
reach. And now, drunkards, is your time ; Wisdom 
stands at the door and knocks ; let go the intoxicating 
bowl, be sober and hear the midnight cry, " Behold, 
the bridegroom cometh." For your souls' sake drink 
not another draught, lest he come and find you drunken, 
" and that day come upon you unawares, and find you 
sleeping." O, be wise, ye intemperate men, for they 
only went in to the marriage who were found ready, 
"and the door was shut." "Then came also the 
other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But 
he answered and said, Verily, I say unto you, 1 know 
you not. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh." 
"But the wise shall understand," says Daniel xii. 
10.

And now, my Christian friends, let me inquire, Are 
your lamps trimmed and burning? And have you oil 
in your vessels ? Are you prepared for the coming


